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Abstracts

Partisan Elections, Competition, and Candidate Selection: Evidence from School Boards
(Job Market Paper)

How do partisan electoral institutions affect local democracy? I study this question in the context of North Carolina
school boards, where the state legislature has gradually converted nonpartisan elections to partisan contests since
2014. Using a difference-in-differences design that exploits this staggered rollout, I estimate the causal effect of
partisan elections on candidate entry, voter behaviour, and representation. The reforms reshaped competition by
creating partisan strongholds, in which candidates were increasingly unlikely to run in districts dominated by the
opposing party. As a result, uncontested races rose sharply and candidates with professional experience, such
as principals and former board members, were less likely to enter. At the same time, partisan labels polarized
voter choice and mobilized turnout, reinforcing strongholds. These dynamics ultimately advantaged Republicans
overall and reduced the professional expertise represented on school boards. The findings reveal a central tradeoff:
while partisan rules lower information costs for voters, they also weaken competition and diminish the quality of
representation in local governance.

Improving Judicial Protection in Intimate Partner Violence Cases: The Role of Specialized Courts and Judges
(joint with Carolina Arteaga, Gustavo J. Bobonis, and Paola Salardi)

We study the large-scale implementation of a system of specialized domestic violence courts (SDVCs), an inno-
vation in access to justice programs for potential victims of intimate partner violence (IPV) and offenders. Using
individual-level administrative data from the universe of civil domestic violence cases in Puerto Rico during
the period 2014-2020, we leverage the staggered opening of SDVCs across judicial regions to examine the con-
sequences for victims’ judicial protection and offender recidivism. Access to SDVCs leads to a considerable 8
percentage points increase in the probability that judges issue a protection order and a 1.7 percentage point (15
percent) decrease in victim and offender reappearance rates within one year of the start of the case. Effects are
more pronounced for cases in which parties have children in common and in which access to SDVCs is more
limited. Linking the case data to administrative and survey data on judges, we show that the priorities of judges
assigned to SDVCs play a prominent role in explaining these outcomes.

Electoral Cycles in Female Sterilization
(joint Simeon Nichter)

Many women across the world face substantial challenges in obtaining access to family planning — an impor-
tant problem emphasized by the Sustainable Development Goals. The present study explores electoral cycles in
female sterilization, the most prevalent contraceptive method in the world. We focus on Brazil, a country where
many women have unmet demands for sterilization and often queue for many months or even years for their
surgeries. Qualitative evidence suggests that local politicians manipulate the provision of publicly funded tubal
ligation surgeries for political purposes. We analyze the universe of tubal ligation surgeries performed by the
public health system, using regression analysis to examine variation across Brazilian municipalities in 1998-2019.
We find that female sterilizations increase 8.8% during municipal election years. Moreover, they surge during
electoral campaigns: female sterilizations increase 30.5% in the three months before municipal elections. Findings
are similar when adjusting for overall hospitalizations, which rise less than 1% during municipal elections. Female
sterilizations have more pronounced electoral cycles than do other elective surgeries (including vasectomies), and
no cycles are detected for emergency surgeries. Electoral cycles in female sterilization are concentrated among
nonwhite Brazilians, who face substantial health disparities. Female sterilizations increase far more during mu-
nicipal than national elections, and they spike especially in poor municipalities and in the Northeast region. More
broadly, our findings suggest that Brazilian politicians distort the public provision of contraception, a crucial
problem not least because family planning is widely deemed a basic human right.



